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In response to my Chinese students who have found a unique way to
express their gratitude for my teaching, I wish in turn simply to express my
gratitude to them. In selecting essays they felt deserved translation, they have
given me a far greater gift than they could have imagined. For as 1, in a first
phase of my catreer, found my own vocation in helping recover the missing
Daoist and popular religion chapters of Chinese history, in a second phase in
which teaching played a greater role, it was these students, first in Paris and
then in Hong Kong, who gave new meaning to the work of recovery. If what
I thought to have found in their culture made sense to them, then perhaps
what I had found was truly theirs and not some foreigner’s projections or
idealizations. They gave me, in other words, a second vocation: to give back to
China some of the riches it had given me.

I would like to add a special word of thanks to the editors, Lin Chenyuan
and Pan Junliang, whose persistence saw the publication project through to
successful completion. Lii Pengzhi and Tam Wai Lun, while they graciously
speak of me as their teacher, are in fact among my most faithful collaborators.

I am particularly grateful that so many articles in French have hereby been
made available in Chinese. But it is the fact all participants in this project carry
on the work of discovery and recovery that affords me the greatest sense of
satisfaction.

Finally, David Faure’s indulgent preface is a much-appreciated seal on our

many years of happy emulation.

John Lagerwey

Vincennes, 16 December 2021
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