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Particular acts of parliament, however, still attempt
sometimes to regulate wages in particular trades, and in
particular places. Thus the 8th of King George III prohibits
under heavy penalties all master tailors in London, and
five miles round it, from giving, and their workmen from
accepting more than two shillings and seven pence halfpenny
a day except in the case of a general mourning. Whenever the
legislature attempts to regulate the differences between masters
and their workmen, its counselors are always the masters...

When masters combine together in order to reduce the
wages of their workmen they commonly enter into a private
bond or agreement not to give more than a certain wage under
a certain penalty. Were the workmen to enter into a contrary
combination of the same kind, not to accept a certain wage
under a certain penalty, the law would punish them severely;

and if it dealt impartially, it would treat the masters in the

O 0000000000000000000000000000000000
goooooooooooooooooo
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same manner. But the 8th of George III enforces by law that
very regulation which masters sometimes attempt to establish

by such combinations...
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The man whose whole life is spent performing a few
simple operations of which the effects are, perhaps, always
the same, or nearly the same, has no occasion to exert his
understanding, or to exercise his invention in finding out
expedients for removing difficulties which never occur. He
naturally loses therefore the habit of such exertion, and
generally becomes as stupid and ignorant as it is possible for
a human creature to become. The torpor of his mind renders
him, not only incapable of relishing or bearing a part in any
conversation but of conceiving any generous, noble or tender
sentiment, and consequently of forming any just judgement
concerning many even of the ordinary duties of life. Of the
great and extensive interests of his country he is altogether
incapable of judging... it even corrupts the activity of his
body, and renders him incapable of exerting his strength with

vigour and perseverance, in any form of employment than that
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to which he has been bred. His dexterity at his own particular
trade seems in this manner to be acquired at the expence of his
intellectual, social and martial virtues. But in every improved
and civilized society this is the state into which the labouring
poor, that is, the great body of the people, must necessarily

fall, unless government takes some pains to prevent it.
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Through the whole of his life he pursues the ideas of a

certain artificial and elegant repose which he may never arrive



at, for which he sacrifices a real tranquility that is at all time in
his power, and which, if in the extremity of old age he should
at last attain to it, he will find it to be in no respect preferable
to that humble security and contentment which he had
abandoned for it... he begins at last to find that wealth and
greatness are mere trinkets of frivolous utility... Power and
riches appear than to be what they are, enormous and elaborate
machines contrived to produce a few trifling conveniences
to the body. They leave him always as much, and sometimes
more exposed than before to anxiety, to fear, and to sorrow; to

. @
diseases, to danger, and to death.™
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The rulers of Great Britain have for more than century
past amused the people with the imagination that they
possessed a great empire on the west side of the Atlantic. This

empire, however, has hitherto existed in imagination only. It
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